
      

     

Our 40th Christmas Together with You and God 
in Ministry 

    It has been awhile since I wrote a personal letter to all of you. Many of you have been with 
us from the very beginning and have weathered the storms of ministry through the years by encouraging and supporting. 
Our oldest daughter, Nahannai, was only three years old and David was two. Naomi, seen with me here, arrived four 
years after. Back then, our ministry focused on being a Christian Influence in Education. Nahannai and Geoff have two 
children—Tierannai (26) and Taeron (24). David and Stef also have two—Avery (8) and Duke (5). Both of these 
families attend the same church in Winnipeg. Naomi and Lewis live in Tyler, Texas and have one child named Penelope 
who will be two in February. They are involved in a ministry called Sight.org that seeks to bring both physical and 
spiritual sight to blind people,  mainly Muslim farmers, in Togo, Africa.  

     It has been a life-time of ministry and enjoying the privilege of serving. How do I say thank you for all your prayers, 
letters of encouragement and  financial support over four decades. Because of your support, literally thousands of young 
boys and girls have received a Christian education either in public, private or home schools. They have been taught a 
Christian World View that has values in stark contrast to the values of our modern secular world. How often I would 
teach that the Biblical purpose of life is to be conformed to the ‘image of God’s Son’ and therefore, the education of God’s 
children should reflect that purpose. I wrote the book Schools on Trial  back in 1984. It gave the historical and theological 
foundation for an education that is Christian 

     Then God expanded our ministry—first to Haiti and then to many other countries bringing in national directors who 
had a heart for their people and God’s  passion for their nation. You continued alongside as God increased our vision and 
varied our approach to meet the needs in different countries. Now we are equipping national leaders and teachers to carry 
the work deeper into their own countries as thousands are experiencing the joys of knowing Jesus. God enabled me to write 
other books such as The Wounded Warrior and the Catholic Connection which have been translated into Spanish to 
increase our leadership training.  

     God put us all together on His team. Together with Him enabling us we have “attempted great things for God and 
expected great things from God” and He has not disappointed us. It continues to be a privilege and honour to serve God 
with you and to thank you for making it possible. May the Lord Bless you and yours accordingly…  
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 Haiti and Dominican Republic  

Reflexion by Alix Jean-Paul: As I am 
looking back about how much God has 
provided for His ministry. I realized that 
most of the time I was like the Disciples in 

John 6: 1-6. They saw Jesus heal the sick, raise 
the dead, turn water into wine. Yet, I behave 
most of the time like them. My lack of faith tends 
to overwhelm me when I take things in my own 
hands. Being overwhelmed by the number of 
people to be fed, not knowing if I will raise 
enough money for the budget or for Vacation 

Bible Camp, stress and worries 
kept me from casting my burden upon 
Him knowing that our God is faithful 
and always keeps His promises. I wish I 
had this maturity in the last twenty 
years in ministry. How much more 

could I have accomplished. However, 
Gertrude and I are blessed to know that your 
support over the last twenty years or so has been 
your response to God to contribute to the 
fulfilment of the Great Commission in Mathew 
28:16-20. *The CENTRE provides Bible training for 
leaders and pastors, early morning campers. * 
Our staff and students in DR enjoying gifts from 
Canada. New gate at the CENTER FOR SAFETY. * 

Almond tree 
provides shade 
against the sun. The 
truck is the lifeline 
of the CENTRE. * 
Campers are fed 
both physically 
and spiritually. 
New screen to 
keep bugs out. * 
Our new Centre 
manager is hard 
at work: raising 
chickens and goat for eggs, meat and milk. * Our 
yard is well kept. Buildings are being repaired. * 
Our garden is producing fruit. It generates 
income to acquire a gas stove instead charcoal. 
* Banana will be harvested in a few months. 
Building a dried wall against the river water.* At 
the SAM I AM CENTER our campers have the 
opportunity to learn music and sewing. * In 

2019, a three-room dorm was built for our workers. The Missionary Quarter is being built.  



I am praying for those who took my wife... By Berhanu Ayano, Ethiopia  

 This is a true story of a young Ethiopian man who was a Muslim; but now 
became a Christian. In this story, he is telling how the Quran led him to the Bible, 
and in turn how the Bible led him to Christ and how he became Christian and what 
followed. Currently, he is a displaced person due to his new faith in Christ; however, 
he is rejoicing in his faith in Christ regardless of all his losses (family, property and 
community). Now, here is the young man telling his story in his own words.   

 My name is Abdi. I was born and grew up in a Muslim family in Ethiopia. 
All my relatives are Muslims. I have some friends who became Christians. One 
day, one of these friends invited me to their Study Group. The Study Group 
compares the teachings of the Bible and that of the Quran. I know that the Quran speaks highly of the Bible. It 
clearly and directly mentions the books of the Bible such as Tawrat (Torah), Zabur (Psalm), Ingil (Gospel). As a 
devout Muslim, I know what the Quran says about the Bible; but not sure if the Bible has anything to say about the 
Quran. If the Quran speaks highly of the Bible, I do not see any wrongdoing in investigating the Bible to see if there 
is anything in it about the Quran. Based on this rationale, I accepted my friend’s invitation and joined the Study 
Group. Instead of finding any mention of the Quran in the Bible, I learned new things, which I had never heard in 
the faith of my upbringing. I am glad that I joined the Study Group. Beyond my curiosity, it opened my eyes to the 
reality of life. I was taken by the teachings of the Bible. I learned about: sin, repentance, forgiveness, being a child 
of God, eternal life, etc. So, I believed in Jesus and started having fellowship with other Christians. This marked 
the beginning of trouble in my life. My relatives pressured me to give up my faith in Christ; but I refused. The 
community elders, Quran teachers, and Mosque leaders stepped in and mounted pressure on me. But God’s grace 
enabled me to resist every attempt to win me back to the Islamic faith. They took my children away and gave them 

to my parents. They took my wife, and all that belonged to me for themselves. And 
finally, they forced me out of the community. I miss my wife, and my children. I lost all 
I had, and now I am a displaced person. Yet, I rejoice everyday; because what 
happened to me is what was already written in the Bible. It says,  

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
Matthew 5: 11 – 12  

      My prayer and one desire is that for those who persecuted me  come to know the 
Lord and be saved. I do not  hold anything against them. I am praying in tears for the 
salvation of those who took my wife, and all my properties. One day, I will tell them 

about Jesus if they are willing to listen. Editor’s Note: Abdi is one of the individuals who Berhanu teaches and you 
can see the amazing heart of this man who really knows the love of Jesus. What a powerful example he is to the 
rest of us. I am humbled in the presence of such love and forgiveness. Let us pray for Abdi and continue to support 
the work in Ethiopia that Berhanu is doing.TL               

Honduras needs prayer: By Ernesto Pinto  
 We continue to work in Honduras planting churches and this 
year, at the early Christmas Lunch, they reported that twelve 
people were baptized. We also started a Bible study in Nicaragua, 
and conversation with a group of churches in Guatemala. Marina 
and I also have the opportunity to visit the Church in Tenerife 

Spain, In Tenerife. Pastor Guillermo report that this year a lot of new converts have 
become part of the Church.   



 
      Solidarity Arms Children's Dining Hall of the Faith 
Community Church of Lejamani. Our dining room has been 
running for about 4 years and has blessed many children in our 
community.  Currently 35 children are attending who have 
faithfully supported this wonderful project. We thank and bless 
in the name of Jesus the people who have supported us since 
our beginning as a ministry and for the projects that the Lord 
has allowed us to carry out to bless the community of Lejamani.  
 

Please Pray for this Project: This year we built an addition to feed these children. We spent a little 
more than $ 4000US. We were just about to finish the kitchen and hall when the Local 
denomination asked the pastor to leave the pastoral position to a new pastor. However, the local 
Church does not want a new Pastor. This leaves us in an awkward position. Please Prayer with us, 
that this conflict be solved in peace. Here is the picture of the early Christmas Lunch with the 
Pastors and their families.  

Some of the children in la Lima Feed Center. Thanking Good for the meal of the day. Thanks for your prayers and support. E. P. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
We	are	a	Team...	Empowering	Ministries	to	...	Reach	the	Lost,	Revive	the	weak,		

Rescue	the	fallen,	Restore	the	broken,	Reconcile	the	offended,	Release	the	Discipled	
 

Christians Empowering Organizations Box 283 St. Vital, Manitoba R2N3X9  
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C.E.O.’s ministry of Heart of 
the City is an outreach to the 
homeless and poor in 
Winnipeg. The van used in this 
ministry was badly vandalized. 
Thousands of dollars of winter 
clothing, (gloves, toques, 
parkas. boots $1000's of 
clothing, gloves, toques, 
parka's, jackets, shoes, boots,) 
were stolen and not covered 
by insurance. The interior was 
stripped of anything of value, 
battery stolen, tires slashed, 
windows smashed and doors 
bent. Just put in new 
transmission, torque 
converter and clutch, that was 
very expensive.  We now have 
a minivan on loan. Delivering 
Christmas hampers will be a 
challenge. Violated and sad 
but hopeful.  
                     Pastor Jon Phillips 
 

Heart of the City Praise: God has moved His people to give over $ 540,00 up until the end of November to help minister to 
thousands of people in several countries. He has converted children through day camps and Muslims through 
missionaries, and atheists through the love of the gospel. The ministry has brought physical sight to the blind. 
He has trained pastors and teachers and provided food and clothing for the poor and rescue and help to those 
hit by disaster. God has used this ministry and His people to impact eternity. We praise Him together! 

Prayer: We still need to raise $ 70,000 before the month is over to meet our obligations. Did you know that 
our accountant volunteers his services for hours of work each week and he pays  our bookkeeper to keep track 
of all transactions taking place in several countries.  Did you know that our staff takes less than minimum wage 
so they can  maximize the funds going to those more needy. Our volunteers and staff put their money where 
their mouth is when it comes to commitment to ministry. Pray for them and ask God’s blessing on them in 
whatever country they are working in and open doors for the gospel to be heard and received. We work in some 
of the poorest of countries where people are oppressed by governments or other religions.  
 
Priority: Obviously, we need to replace the winter clothing that we supply the homeless with (literally 
hundreds of toques, gloves, boots, etc. along with food and gifts) that we take to the people who, for various 
reasons are unable to go to places for these things. We need at least $10,000 to get our Restoration House for 
Pastors in Cuba functioning. We are prayerfully considering a $100,000 US for a  facility for our school and 
mission to Haiti and the DR which is a fraction of its worth. Our Operational Budget is in URGENT need of funds 
to facilitate the work we are doing in many countries. Your help today will impact eternity. Thank You!    
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